More holes in Gujarat’s golf tale

Many MoUs Signed At Vibrant Gujarat To Develop Gnlf Cnurses In State: CM

Ajit Berbaruah | v

Ahmedabad: European Challenge
Tour director Alenin de Soultrait an-
nouneed during the prize distribution
coremany that for the next two vears,
this Tour tvent in Indin will also be
herdd &t the Kensville Goll and Conntry
Club course (o a huge round ol ap-
plauss feoan the audlenoe, Siiting near
Soultealt, Gujarat chief minister Na-
rendra Modi teo clapped, slowly, but in
appreciation. Laterthe CM said: “Itisa
great achievement for Gujarat golf.
The state not only hosted an interna-
tional tournament to perfection but al-
s0 got the European body's approval
for the next fwo years”

Gaall in Chajarat is heoe to stay: I0the
Giugjarat Kensville Challenge 3011 i5 a
ahot i the arm forthesport n general,
there are more good news. in store,

“Many more Molls have been
signed during the Vibrant Gujarat
summit for the development of golf
courses in thestate," said Modi with Lot
of pride in front of his foreign geests
Ahmedabad already has fiveoperation-
al podf courses, ane under constnection
and ane on the pipeline, There ane gall
cparses In Vadodara, Bharwch, Yapl
and Rajkot as well. The later two of

Marendra Modi with Gaganjeet Bhullar after the swards ceremony on Sunday

course are private and small courses,
Sowhat is it that s giving golf theflight
inGujarat? There izalot more tham just
the initials in both these words.

When Modibecame the president of
Gujarat Cricket Association {GCA)
from nowhene, the general belief was
that “it was his ambition of petting in-
to BOCT™ like many other politicnl big
wigs In the countery which prompled
him to get into the cricketing body. AR

ter he was selected president of GCA,
he said that he wants w0 spend more
money for the development of other
sportsand not just cricket.

When Ehel Mahakumb happened,
where entire Gujarat played sports for
more than a month and won Bs B Cras
prize monoey people had tosit back and
ke node of 18 Soon e wordd record
breaking chess event and Ahmeda:
bad's first ever International mara

thon happened with Modli playing the
lead role in staging both events with
suceess, But his association with golf
took many by surprise. Gujarat gov-
ernment not only became the main
sponsor of the European Challemge
Tour event, the state machinery also
waw to 1t that cveryihing was in place
T the amooth functioning of the frst
ever international event in Indla.

“4n event of this magniowde can’t
be possible without the government's
help,” Jaxay Shah, one of the prompit-
ers of Savvy said before the tourna-
ment starbed.

As the chief minister loter said,
sports may not be in the Gujarati DN,
buf they are prampt to identily ewery
business  opporiunities  relatsl 0
Sparis And that s the reazon why Guj
aral have suddenly taken to aports In
such a big way™ said Modi and added
thatthough he isa politician he takes a
lat of pride in his invelvement with
sportsand sport-related activities.

“1 know Gujaratis will be invalved
in every possible business opportuni-
ties that sports will provide, But | want
tio s more Gujaratis plaving sporis, |
bt want them to win or achieose any.
thing extraordinary but develop that
‘sporisman spirit” in every individual

Modi beats Bhullar
in hole in one duel

Ahmedabad: Gujarat chict
rinigter Marendra Modi's first ryst
with golf ended on a happy note as he
won the putting duel with the Gujarat
Kensyille Challenge 3011 champion

jeet Bhullar for a cash prizeof
R=5 lakh. Bhullar took the first shot
bt was off target. The chief minister,
wihed was well dressed for the
occasion with proper golf shoes et
all, just missed the pininwhat was
his first shot with a golf club, The
nexct shat ended in a tic. Madi ked
the game 50 musch that he did some
more putts to the delight of the
anlgokers, The CM |ater donated the
maney boKanya Kelavan| Midhd, a pet
projectof the CMwhich addresses
thiz issue of gir child edwcationin the
state. e

which will alzo make them betier hi-
man belngs,” sald thechibef minksber
And goll 15 one sport which has
many apheres to b Goll helps under
stand the human psychology more
than any other game. A round of golf
on the course is also a very good work-
out for young and old alike. But more
importantly, no game is more closely
aszocinted to business than golf, Soina
stade where entrepreneurship and
business acumen ant in the DNA, can
goll e away From Gaajaeat for long. The
Eurapean Tour évient 15 just the begine
ningof & goll revolution nihestabe



