I-nm SP “RT www.ahmedabadmirror.com/sport

AhmedabadMirror | suNpAy, FEBRUARY 3, 2013 m

Catching his second wind

Shiv Kapur set ablaze the Kensville Golf and Country Club with a new course record to lead the field by four strokes

Pranjal Protim Boruah
pranjal.boruah@timesgroup.com

day after Sachin Tendulkar
enchanted his crazy fans, it
wasbusinessasusual at Kens-
ville Golf and Country Club
as golf took centrestage and
Shiv Kapur hogged the limelight on
the penultimate day of The Gujarat
KensvilleChallenge.

There wasunusual quiet at the golf
course, but unmindful of the condi-
tions and riding on “positive
thoughts", Kapur set the course on
fire. The 30-year-old battered the
course record to post seven-under for
the day, to be comfortably placed at
the top —with overnight leader Scot-
land's Andrew McArthur was four
shotsbehind.

“I don't remember when was the
last time, | wasin a similar situation,”
Kapur said reflecting back on his
round. “Idon’t thinkThave goneinto
the last day with a biglead in the past
two-threevears, “hesaid.

For those who followed the career
ofthetalented golfer, the twinklingin
theeyesof Kapurisquietunderstanda-
ble. Aftermakinghismark at the ama-
teurlevel, Kapur announced his arriv-
al at the professional golf by winning
the 2005 Volvo Masters of Asia. He al-
so featured in prestigious The Open
Championship—theoldestand most
prestigious of the four Major cham-
pionshipsin professional golf.

However, his inability to win tro-
phies — despite being at the lead cn
many occasions — set the tongues
wagging, questioninghis mental abil-
ity while going for the kill. Shiv, on
many occasions, had denied the pres-
sure, but his eyes beliehiscomposure:

Allthat appeared tohavechanged,
when Kapur showed his mental
toughness in fending off two-time
USPGA Tourwinner Daniel Choprato
win the Shubhkamna Champions
Golf at the Noida Golf Course in the
last weeksof December2012. Inciden-
tally, this was his first win in seven

Shiv Kapur hogged the limelight on the penultimate day of The Gujarat Kensville Challenge as he sizzled to seta new course record

years and only second professional
win. “I surely don't like to read too
much into the win,” he told Mirror.
“However, there islot of positive feel-
ingsfrom thatwin. Surelythe pressure
isoffmybacknow,” headded.

Thisnewfound “positiveness” was
evident at The Kensville Golf Chal-
lenge, Shiv'sfirst tournament afterhis
win.Withroundsof 67and7 1, Shivre-
mained in contention. Yesterday's
roundof 65 shouldonlyboosthiscon-
fidence to start the season with
another win.

“It surely helps to end a season
with a win, I can feel it,” he said, add-
ing, “Itwould bebetterif Icanstartthe

newseasonwith awin also.”

The signs are surely there as he
plaved yet another bogey-free round.
Thetonewassetinthefirstrounditself
as he started with a birdie, “The first
hole birdie was the best, [should say,
because itistough starting ahole and
when you start with a birdie, obvious-
lyit gives you some positive momen-
tum fortheday,” he said.

Kapur went onto hit two back-to-
back birdies in the par 4third and
fourth holes, while adding two more
inthepar5sixth andninth holes. Five-
under for the day, Kapur had a com-
paratively sedate back nine, but the
two birdies in the 10" and 14% holes

means heissitting prettyon thetop.
Talking about his day, Kapur said,
“I can’t complain. I'set a courserecord
and so far so great.” “Ithink I gotoffto
a good start today that sort of set the
tone for the whole day. Imade couple
of putts early in my round with three
birdies in my first four, and was no
looking backafter that,” headded.
Butdespiteall the positiveness, Ka-
purremained rooted tothe grounded.
“Thave beeninthissituation before al-
so.ButIwanttobein chargeofmydes-
tinyandnotreallyleaveitinthehands
ofmycompetitors, " hesaid whiletalk-
ing about his gameplan in the final
round. “I'willlook to just go out there
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1) ShivKapur(13-under 203)

2) Andrew McArthur(9-under207)
3) Phillip Archer (8-under208)

43 TimSluiter (7-under209)

5) DanielVancsik, José-Filipe Lima,
Daniel IMand Agustin Domingo (5-
under211)

and playlike the wayIhave played the
last three days. [ have found from past
experience thatifyoutryto defendthe
lead you tend to get defensive and get
away from your natural gameplan. So
theideaisto stay positive and stay ag-
gressive,"he signed off.




