Bhullar writes golf history in A’'bad

Starts 2011 Season With A Bang, Wins First-Ever European Challenge Tour Event In India
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Ahmedabad: Few things are
destined, like Gaganjeet Bhul-
lar's triumph at the Eurm

0 Gujarat Kensville Chal-
Benpe 200 1 hereon Sunday: This
i% theNrst ever Eavopean Chal
BeEmze Tour event in Indka and
Bhullarwrotea beaniiiolcihap-
ter in India's g ill.‘.lll]'!.' t'l:-.'
winning a hard-fought final
round by a stroke at the Kens-
ville Golf and Country Club

EURCIMEAN CHALLENGE
=1

course in front of a partisan
Sundlay crowd which gathered
o withess the historle  md-
METl.

The moment came when
Bhullar fired a par on the 16th
hole to finish the final round
with a score of dover 75 and a
total score of Sunder 283 and
eidge [ate contenders Matt Ford
and Jamie Moul of England,
who Mnished with a todal 2eore
ol d-under 284 and Jander 2685,
Bhullar took the winners
purse of Euaro 32,000, while
Ford and Moul got 22,000 and
14,0080 Euros respectively, Guja-
rat chief minister Marendra
Modigeve away the prizes tothe
winners.

The 22-vear-old Kapurthala
pro, who won (i Season-open
e Askan Tour International G-
e in Bangkok st vearn, Kick:
grarted hiz 2011 seas0n with his
makden European Internation-
al title here in Ahmedabad.
Bhullar went into the final day
with a four stroke lead but start-
el both nine with bogevs. An-
other bogey on the 17th muds
Bhullar's position look shaky:

“Today wias the toughest of
all days,” snid Bhullar of the
wind and the pin positions on
sunday whereeverybody sirg:
zled.

Suchwas the demanding na-
ture of the course and condi-
tions at the Jeev Milkha Singh-
signature course that only six
playersfinished under par Mat-
therw Baldwin of England took
the fourth place at 2ander 2455,
The only other players 1o finish
bEloww par were Bangladezh's
Sldld L Rakhomean (731 and Den-
mark’s Mads Vibe- Hastrup T2),

Ry

Tl to o, With Bhuallar show
Ing indifferent form, a play-ofl

who shared ffh place at 1-un

thed eighth and fourth respee
tvely on saturday, came (rom

Moul and Ford, whe were behind to be 4-under with four was leoming on the horlzon.

Gaganjeet Bhulkar signals his triumph after a tight finish on the 15th green
and {abovwe) passes with the winner's trophy

But Moul failed a birdie putt on
the 17ih and Ford. whoneeded a
hirdieon the 18th toforee a play-
. managed 2 par and Bhul-
lar™s four-zhol cuzhion saw him
Lhroigh,

Elated over his mabden in-
ternational victory, Bhullar
=aid: “I"'m very pleased to begin
the seazon with a victory, Last
year too, | began the season
with a victory on the Asian
Tour, but [cherish this moment
as this is my first international
victory in India, 11 was my fa
ther's birthday on January 14,
a0 1 dedicate thiz win 0 him. 1
hope thal this season Drings me
maoresuecess, and 1'm now look-
ing forward to stepping up to
The European Tour®.

“I am happy to join the Eu-
rogeean international title win-
ners club but before [ came
here, 1 was not sure whad to ex-
pect, 1 was really great (o see
such a Weautiiual and challeng-

Img goll course In this part of

the country,” sald Bhollar, who
niow qualifies to play in the Eu-
ropean Challenge Tour

“I will have to discuss with
my parents before coming to a
decision but I might play on the
European Challenge Tour ancd
try b quealify for the main Eu-
roguan Toanr,™ saidl Bhullar, an
Acsian Tour regular

Ford, whowas natursally dis-
appointed tohave missed guton

his maiden Challenge Tour ti-
tle, said: “Obviously it's very
disnppainting o have lost by a
trake On the st hols, when 1
hesard that Bhllar had made a
bogey on the 1Tth, 1 irled to
make a birdle toforoea play-ofl.
But | hit my approach a bit
short, and failed w0 make the
puit. Bui credit to Bhuallar, he
deseryed towin."

TP SCORES (AFTER T2 HOLES)
1. 283 Gaganjeet Bhallar {IND (70,
T0, 68, 75} Euwros 32000; 2, 284
Matt Ford (ENG) (T4, &8 72, 70
22.000: 3 285 Janmie Mol (ENG)
{72, 73, T1, 597 14,000; 4. 286 Mal-
thine Baklwein (ENG) (72, 70, 70, F4)
12,000 T-5 287 Md Sedchikur Hah-
man (BAMN) (65, 74, 73, F3) 9D
287 Mads Vibe-Hastrup (DEN) (70,
76, 65, T2 9,000 T 2688 Klas Eriks-
son (SWIED (70, 74, 72, T2 6.400; 8
289 Flarian Prassgant (AT (65, 71
T3 76) 5600 T-0, 201 Bicanda San-
fas (PO} (&9, 7B, 69, T5) 4600
Tommeny Fleetwood (ENG)H7, 71 T
727 4,600; 11. 292 Callum Macaulyy
(SCO0 (F2, 73, 75, 72 3900; 292
Charhe Ford (ENG) {73, 74, 75, 70)
3500

OTHER TOP THREE INDIANS
T-16. 294 Raju Ali (75, 72, T2 75)
2900 T-18. 295 Manay Jaini (T1, 74,
T3 TN 2253 T-25 i Ashok Ky
mawr (75, 7L 73 77 LE00
iR e o Posilion, Apgreagats,
M. Cowvafry Dvny-5coves & Pringe
L.



