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Bhullar writes golf history in A’'bad

Starts 2011 Season With A Bang, Wins First-Ever European Challenge Tour Event In India

Ajit Bezbaruah | Tas

Ahmedabad: Few things are
destined, like Gaganjest Bhul-
lar's triumph at the Euro
200,00 Gujarat KensvilleChal-
lenge 2011 hereon Sunday This
isthefirst ever Buropean Chal-
lenge Tour event in India and
Bhullarwrotea beautifil chap-
ter in Indias golfing history by
winning a hard-fought final
round bv a stroke at the Kens-
ville Golf and Country Club

EUROPEAN CHALLENGE

OlF

course in front of a partisan
Sunday crowd which gat hered
to witmess the historic mo-
ment.

The moment came when
Bhullar fired a par on the 18th
hole to fimsh the final round
with a score of S-over 75 and a
total seore of S-under 283 and
erlge late contenders Matt Ford
and Jamie Moul of England,
who finished with a total score
of dunder 264 and S-under 265,
Bhullar tock the winner's
purse of Euro 22000, while
Ford and RMoul got 22,000 and
14,000 Euros respectively. Guja-
rat chief minister MNarendra
Wiodigave away the prizestothe
WITIETS.

The 22-vear-old Kapurthala
pro, who won the season-open-
er Asian Tour International ti-
tle in Bangkok last vear, kiclk-
started his 2011 seasonwith his
maiden European internation-
al title here in Ahmedabad.
Bhullar went into the final day
with afourstrole lead but start-
el both nine with bogevs, An-
other bogey on the 17th made
Bhullar's position look shalow

“Today was the toughest of
all davs" =aid Bhullar of the
wind and the pin positions on
Sundaywhereevery body strug-
aled,

Suchwasthedemanding na-
ture of the course and condi-
fions af the Jeev Millkkha Singh-
sigmature course that only six
players finishedunder par. Mat-
thew Baldwin of England took
the fourth place at 2-under 265,
The only other plavers tofinish
below par were Bangladesh's
Siddikur Rahman (7% and Den-
mark's Mads Vibe-Hastrup (72,

holes to go, With Bhullar show-
ing indifferent form, a play-off
was looming on the horizon.

tier] eighth and fourth respec-
tively on Saturday came from
behind to be 4-under with four

who shared fifth place at 1un-

Moul and Ford, who were

Gaga
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njeet Bhullar signals his triumph after 2 tight finish on the 18thgreen

nd {zbowve} posses with the winner's trophy

But Moul failed a birdie putt on
the 17th and Ford, who needead a
birdieon the 18th toforce a play-
off. managed a par and Bhul-
lar's four-shot cushion saw him
through.

Elated owver his maiden in-
ternational  victory  Bhullar
said: “I"'m very pleased to begin
the season with a victory Last
vear too, 1 began the season
with a victory on the Asian
Tour but Icherish this momenti
asthizs i=my first international
victory m India. It was myv fa-
ther's birthday on January 14,
g0 I dedicate this win to him. 1
hopethat this season brings me
more success, and I'mnow look-
ing forward to stepping up to
The European Tour™.

“1 arm happy to join the Eu-
ropean international tiile win-
ners club but before T came
here, I was not sure what to ex-
pect. It was really oreat to ses
such a beautiful and challeng-
ing golf course in this part of
the country” said Bhullar, who
now qualifies to play in the Eu-
ropean Challenge Tour,

“I will have to discuss with
my parenis before coming to a
decizion but Tmight play on the
European Challenge Tour and
fry to qualify for the main Eu-
ropean Tour.” said Bhullar, an
Asian Tour regulan

Ford, who was naturally dis-
appointed to have missad out on

hiz maiden Challenge Towr ti-
tle, said: “Obviously it's verv
disappointing to have lost by a
strole, On the last hole, when 1
heard that Bhullar had made a
bogey on the 17th, 1 iried to
make a birdie to foree a play-off.
Jut I hit my approach a bit
short, and failed to make the
putt. But credit to Bhullar, he
deserved towin.”

TOP SCORES (AFTERT2ZHOLES)
1 283 Gaganjeet Bhullar (IND) {70,
70, 6B, 75) Eums 32,000; 2. 284
Matt Ford (ENG) (7, 68 72 700
22000 3 285 Jamie Moul {ENG)
(72,73 71, 59 14,000 4. 286 Mat-
thew Baldwin{ENG) (72, 70, 70, 74)
12,000 T-5 287 Md Siddikur Rah-
man {BAN) {67 7, 73 73) 3.000;
287 Mads Vibe-Hastrup (DEM) {70,
76,69 72)9000; 7 288 Klas Eriks-
soin (SWE) (70, 74, 72, 721 6,400 B.
289 Rorian Prasgant (ALUT) {69, 71,
73 76) 5600 T-2 291 Ricardo San-
tos {POR) {69, 78, 69 75) 4600
Ty Flestw ood (ENGI{FS, 71 74,
T2 460011 292 Callum Macaulay
(SCO) (72, 73 75, 72) 3900; 292
Charlie Ford (ENG) (73 74, 75, 70)
3300

OTHER TOPTHREEINDIANS
T-16. 294 Raju Ali {75, 72, 72, 75)
2500 T-18. 295 Manav Jaini {71, 7,
T3, 7T 2252 T-23. 296 Ashok Ku-
mar{s5, 7L 737711800
(Read underas Position, Aggregate,
Name, Country, Day-scores & Prize
manegpl

1/18/2011 11:56 AM




