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Caddy Plays Important Role In Golfer’s Success Now

AjitBezbaruah | Tas

Ahmedabad: With Jeev Milkha
Singh's  withdrawl. Gujarat
Kensville Challenge2011 hascer-
tainly lost much of itssheen. But
there are some unsung heroes,
who may not be as big stars as
Jeew, Arjun Atwal or any of the
golfers in the fray at India’s first
ever Buropean Challenge Tour
event at the Kensville Golf and
Country Club course here, who
are regarded very highly and
whose advice even Jeev or Atwal
wiouldn't dare to overlool,

There are stories about how
Al Jaan, vounger brother of Al
Sher, dia’s first professional
winner of the Indian Open in
1991 and Arjun Atwal's caddy,
helped Mike Cunning of USA
win his first Indian Open title at
the Delhi Golf Club (DGCY in
2008, Cunning wasabout toplaya
shot when Ali Jaan foreefully
asked him to change his iron,
much tothe American’ssurprise
and displeasure, But AliJaanin-
zisted and Cunning went on to
win that round. From there on,
Cunning hlindly obeyed whatey-
er All Jaan said and finally
emerged trivmphant. Al Jaan

Jeev Milkha Singhwith Gurbinder
Singh and (R) Raju Sharma

caclidied for Atwal when he won
the Hero Honda Masters at the
Delhi Golf Clubin 2004and inthe
very next tournament helped
Mardan Mamat of Singapore tri-
umph at the Indian Open at the
SAMIE VETILLE,

“Vou lmow seeing the orass
an the fanway and the greens
how the course will behave and
we tell the golfers accordingly

Thiz  comes
through expe-
rience,”  said
Al Jaan, who
works at the
DGC when not
caddving  for
Atwal.

AliJaan is
caddy for top-
seeded [talian Alessandro Tadi-
ni here and could be seen giving
fips to the Ialian whenever he
was in trouble, Tadini finally fin-
ished at 2 over par after the first
round.

“We generally come three
days before a tournament to
study the course,” said Raju
Sharma of Indore, who i1s Day
One leader Md Siddikur Rah-
man's caddy here. Raju Sharma
was former India Mo, 1 Mukesh
Sharma’s caddy for the last 25
years before hejoined Siddikur's
Camp.

“ cadidy plays a very impor-
tant role ina golfer's success and
we share a very good relation-
ship,” said the Bangladeshi gol-
fer Siddikur, addimg, “A good cad-
dv will know what 1z going
through a golfer's mind without
even looking at him. He will

know when agolferistired, hun-
ory. wants a glass of water or
what iron to give for which shot
and, more importantly provide
mpuis i different situations
duringthe course of play”

surbinder Singh, Jeev's cad-
dy for the last 25 vears, said the
roleof acaddy these dayvswas noi
cnly confined to picking the golf
bagor following the golfer on the
course, “Goll has become very
professional and  the caddy
should be aware of the player's
oame, the course and also how to
pull the golfer up if he is down
and out,” said Gurbinder, who
was Jeev's classmate at DAV Col-
lege in Chandigarh. “1 have be-
come so much attached to Jeev
and I understand his gcame and
mind somuchthat [hardly caddy
foranybody else. Ievenaccompa-
nied him to Thailand and Malay-
zia for two tournaments,” said
theman, who caddies for another
Chandigarh lad Sujjan Singh in
Jeev'sabsence.

“I felt really bad that Jeev
couldn’tplay athissignature golf
course but Sujan i= a Chandi-
garh bov and also promismg, so 1
wanted to help him here,” said
Gurbinder.
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