Article - State enters world golfing map today

1ofl

http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style=OliveXL...

State enters world
golfing map today
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tis a red letter day for golfin Gu-

jarat. The Kensville golf course will

place itself on the world golfing

map when legendary Bollywood
actor Amitabh Bachchan inaugurates
the Kensville Gujarat Open 2011
today.

[tis for the first time the Euro-
pean Challenge Tour is coming to
India and the 7,230-yard course at
Kensville has the privilege to host
it. Though the main event, the Eu-
ropean Challenge Tour begins only

| onThursday, a star studded pro-am

will be held today as a curtain rais-
L.

[t will be a landmark tournament

[ for India’s premier golfer, Jeev

./ MilkhaSingh, as he will become the

first active Indian golfer to haost an

event. The pro-am will also be an

emotional one for Jeev as his father,
the legendary athlete Milkha Singh
will tee off with his sorn.

“This is heaven. The Kensville
golf course is beautiful. It will be an
honour to take partin the pro-am,”

said Milkha Singh, the former

Asian Games and CWGgold  medal-

list.

Apart from Jeev, Gaganjeet Bhullar,
Ashok Kumarand Mukesh Kumar will
also take partin the pro-amevent. The
top ranked golfer in European Chal-
lenge tour Alessanclro Tadini from Italy
and 2007 European Challenge winner
Michale Lorenzo Vera are also expected
to take part in the pro-am.

The pro-am will also give an oppor-
tunity to 72 local golfers, including Sid-
dharth Maik, Alpesh Parekhand Sanjay
Desai to mb shoulders with the best in

L]
Milkah Singh {centre) nteracting
with Kensville MD Sameer Sinha

A visting golfar in
action at Kensville ——

Europe and India.

Meanwhile, the professionals had a
feel of the Kensville greens on Tuesday.
“This golf course looks as good as any
in the world. The course could bea bit
tricky for the golfers. The greens are
firm and roughs could also posea chal-
lenge,” said Charlie Ford from England.
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